
     Dichotomous key for lacy, sheet and tangle webs                                

 

Other webs

Lacy

Located on 

tree trunk or 

bark or 

timber 

window 

frames      

W21

Located on 

twigs, leaves 

and flower 

heads

Web radiates 

in lacy spokes 

from hole in 

dead twig       

W22

Lacy web 

stretches out 

in one or 

more planes                       

W23

Web around 

nest of tightly 

woven silk

W24

“knockdown” 

Lacy web 

stretches out 

in one or 

more planes

W28

                                

Other webs

(not orb)

Not Lacy 

Sheet, with or 

without 

tangle

With 

“knockdown” 

tangle

No burrow

Sheet pulled 

up in to one 

or more peaks

Regular weave

W26

Irregular weave W25

No distinct 

peaks

W27

No tangle

(support lines 

only)

Filmy woven sheet 

with retreat at one 

end

W29

Densely woven 

sheet with retreat 

in centre

W29a

Without 

retreat

W32

                                  

 

Tangle only

Without 

retreat

W32

With retreat

Located between 

leaves, twigs or 

branches (or on 

bark or fences!). 

Often with sticky 

drops along 

lines.

W30

Located under 

logs, branches 

or rocky overlays  

with long lines 

down to a firm 

surface. Sticky 

drops at end of 

silk lines W31


